Partner with us
to protect streams
and your water

tennesseewaterworks.org
tnstormwater.org

Many people still think that water pollution comes from
a specific source---called ‘point source’ pollution---like
factories or sewage treatment plants---but the
Environmental Protection Agency estimates that now
NPS--nonpoint source pollution-is the single biggest
factor affecting water quality today.

“Nonpoint source pollution” (NPS) occurs when water
from storms picks up pollutants and deposits them away
from the source of the pollution. This runoff finds its way
into water sources, through storm drains or directly into
streams, from which much of our drinking water comes.
Typical nonpoint source pollutants in suburban areas are

* Household chemicals * Pesticides

* Yard waste » Cleaning agents
» Trash * Grease

+ Saltand sand * Auto products

» Excess nutrients (including
lawn fertilizers, septic
systems and pet wastes)

The cost of this type of pollution is reflected in higher water
bills, as drinking water coming from increasingly polluted
sources is more expensive to treat. It also pollutes streams
and wildlife.

What can you do? Look inside for helpful hints.

@ WaterWorks!

7 mtsu.edu/waterworks
615-898-2660
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This project was developed by MTSU and funded in part, under an agreement with the Tennessee
Department of Agriculture, Nonpoint Source Program, and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Assistance Agreement #C9994674-03-0. Please do not revise or modify without approval
from www.MTSU.edu/WaterWorks.

0716-3170A — Middle Tennessee State University does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, or disability. See our full policy at www.mtsu.edutitleix.
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Have your septic "*
tank pumped recycle LL?‘ed ' motor, o:l
and septic N%er pour; lt'%tge ‘1'
system inspected gremm_t“ e

regularly. "‘storm drain’gy '
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Direct downspouts - ~

onto lawns and ‘ . Pt A . ’ . o Takelyour,car:to alcar
away from l Py L ' washlor; parkiit on,the
paved surfaces: grass to wash!sothat
Or collect and reuse the cleaners don/trun

in a rain barrel.

off into storm drains.

Plant grass or plants
on the bare spots in
your yard.

Follow directions
on fertilizer labels

and sweep off driveways,
sidewalks, and roads so that the let pet waste NEVER pour any
chemicals won’tgetinto— wash into angjoniwaste o

storm drains. storm drains. storm drains.
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Pick up after-
your pet. Don’t




